American Authors

Colonial and Constitutional Period

	Author
	Theme
	What they wrote

	Cotton Mather
	Religion
	

	Jonathan Edwards
	Religion
	Freedom of the Will

(1st Great Awakening)

	Jonathan Winthrop
	Religion
	City Upon a Hill

	Ben Franklin
	Hard work, thrift and sound judgement
	Poor Richard’s Almanac

and his Autobiography

	Thomas Paine
	Independence
	Common Sense

	Thomas Jefferson
	Independence
	Declaration of Independence

	Alexander Hamilton, John Jay and James Madison
	Defended the Constitution
	Federalist Papers


Nineteenth Century

	Author
	Theme 
	What they wrote

	Washington Irving
	Folklore of the Hudson River Valley
	The Legend of Sleepy Hollow and Rip Van Winkle

	James Fenimore Cooper
	Adventure novels of frontiersmen and Indians
	The Last of the Mohicans and Deerslayer

	Ralph Waldo Emerson
	Dignity of the individual
	Self-Reliance, Experience and Fate

	Nathaniel Hawthorne
	
	The Scarlet Letter and The House of the Seven Gables

	Henry Wadsworth Longfellow
	Poems based on American folklore and history
	The Song of Hiawatha and The Courtship of Miles Standish

	Edgar Allan Poe
	Horror and mystery stories
	The Fall of the House of Usher and The Raven

	Henry David Thoreau
	Urged individual freedom and self-reliance
	Walden and Civil Disobedience

	Walt Whitman
	Democracy and individualism
	Leaves of Grass and O Captian! My Captain!

	Herman Melville
	Uniquely American theme of man against nature
	Moby Dick

	Mark Twain
	
	The Adventures of Tom Sawyer and The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn


Twentieth Century
	Author
	Theme
	What they wrote

	Upton Sinclair
	Muckraking stories to inform the public
	The Jungle and Oil

	Sinclair Lewis
	Criticism of middle class life
	Babbitt and Main Street

	William Faulkner
	Decay of southern society
	The Sound and the Fury

	Ernest Hemingway
	Against Facism
	For Whom the Bell Tolls

	John Steinbeck
	Regional tales about life in the depression
	The Grapes of Wrath

	Robert Frost
	Poet at Kennedy’s inauguration 
	The Road Not Taken and Mending Wall

	Carl Sandburg
	Poet praised the common man
	Chicago Poems and The People

	Tennessee Williams
	Studies of human emotions and frustrations
	The Glass Menagerie and A Streetcar Named Desire

	Arthur Miller
	Concerned with the moral question of man and society
	Death of a Salesman


American Artists

	Artist
	Typical Works

	John Singleton Copley
	Portraits of colonial Americans such as Paul Revere

	Gilbert Stuart
	Portraits of early Americans such as George Washington

	Thomas Cole
	Leader of the Hudson River School; painted mainly landscapes

	James McNeill Whistler
	Portrait of My Mother; also landscapes

	Winslow Homer
	The Herring Net and The Life Line, seascapes

	Grant Wood
	Scenes of the Midwest such as American Gothic (depression era)

	Jackson Pollock
	Abstract paintings with new techniques (looks like he spilled paint all over the canvases)

	Andy Warhol
	Pop art movement; made art out of silk screening popular images e.g. Campbell’s soup can and Marilyn Monroe 

	Frank Lloyd Wright
	Architect who designed buildings to harmonize with their surroundings.  Designed the Guggenheim Museum in New York and the Marin County Civic Center as well as many famous homes around the country


