American History Movies
History is a body of facts that have been accepted by historians as valid and significant. History is seeing the past through the eyes of today. The main task of the historian is not to record facts, but to interpret and evaluate them. Both the filmmaker and historian study appropriate sources, then select and arrange facts to tell their story. But no single movie, article or book can be considered the absolute authority on a topic, for all present biased interpretations. Therefore, film evidence, as well as primary documents and journal articles must be evaluated in conjunction with other information on the subject, if a more balanced and truthful interpretation of history is sought. 

The historical film assignment is a way to extend the time students will spend studying American history.  Students can find, watch, and write a review on an American history movie for an extra work assignment and it will be due at the end of each quarter as long as all of their other work has been turned in.  Many of these films can be found at the public library, video rental store, online rentals, or at any store that sells movies.
The following is a list of movies dealing with some aspect American history.  I have previewed the majority of these movies but cannot vouch for every one of them.  I am always looking for films to add to the list and I am open to your suggestions.  This list includes the title, an MPAA rating, the year it was released, the genre, and a brief description of the movie.  With over 200 movies to view, students have a wide range of movies that will keep them entertained and educated while staying within the rating approved by their parents.  I encourage parents to preview any movies that they deem questionable before allowing their children to watch them.
The New World

1. Apocalypto



R

2006

Drama / Adventure
As the Mayan kingdom faces its decline, the rulers insist the key to prosperity is to build more temples and offer human sacrifices. Jaguar Paw, a young man captured for sacrifice, flees to avoid his fate.

2. La Otra Conquista (The Other Conquest)
R
1998

Drama / History

It is May 1520 in the vast Aztec Empire one year after the Spanish Conqueror Hernán Cortés' arrival in Mexico.

3. 1492: Conquest of Paradise

PG-13

1992

Drama / Adventure
Christopher Columbus' discovery of the Americas and the effect this has on the indigenous people.

4. Cabeza de Vaca


R

1991

Drama / Adventure

In 1528, a Spanish expedition founders off the coast of Florida with 600 lives lost. One survivor, Alvar Nunez Cabeza de Vaca, roams across the American continent searching for his Spanish comrades.

5. Squanto: A Warrior’s Tale

PG

1994

Drama / Biography

Historically inaccurate chronicle of Squanto's life prior to and including the arrival of the "Mayflower" in 1620.

6. Aguirre the Wrath of God

PG

1977

Drama / Adventure
In the 16th century, the ruthless and insane Aguirre leads a Spanish expedition in search of El Dorado.

7. The New World


PG-13

2005

Drama / Adventure

A drama about explorer John Smith and the clash between Native Americans and English settlers in the 17th century.

8. Elizabeth: The Golden Age

PG-13

2007

Drama / Biography

A mature Queen Elizabeth endures multiple crises late in her reign including court intrigues, an assassination plot, the Spanish Armada, and romantic disappointments.

9. The Mission



PG

1986

Drama / Adventure
18th century Spanish Jesuits try to protect a remote South American Indian tribe in danger of falling under the rule of pro-slavery Portugal.
American Revolution and Colonial Era

10. Drums Along the Mohawk

PG

1939

Drama / Romance
Before the Revolutionary War farmer Martin brings his bride Magdalena to the Mohawk Valley where they are burned out by Indians. Neighbors take them in and Martin joins the militia to fight the Indians.

11. The Crucible



PG-13

1996

Drama / History

A 17th-century Salem woman accuses an ex-lover's wife of witchery in an adaptation of the Arthur Miller play.

12. The Scarlett Letter


R

1995

Drama / Romance

Set in 17th-century Puritan Boston, it tells the story of Hester Prynne, who gives birth after committing adultery and struggles to create a new life of repentance and dignity.
13. The Last of the Mohicans

PG-13

1992

Adventure / Romance
Three trappers protect a British Colonel's daughters in the midst of the French and Indian War.
14. Black Robe



R

1991

Drama / Adventure
In the 17th century a Jesuit priest and a young companion are escorted through the wilderness of Quebec.
15. John Adams  


HBO TV series
2008

TV-miniseries / Biography

A miniseries on the life of John Adams and the first 50 years of the United States. 

16. 1776




G

1972

Musical / Drama
The film version of the Broadway musical comedy of the same name. In the days leading up to July 4, 1776, Continental Congressmen John Adams and Benjamin Franklin coerce Thomas Jefferson into writing the Declaration of Independence as a delaying tactic as they try to persuade the American colonies to support a resolution on independence.

17. Benedict Arnold: A Question of Honor

2003

TV / Drama

On the glorious battlefields of the American Revolution, two great generals distinguished themselves; George Washington and Benedict Arnold.

18. The Patriot



R

2000

Drama / Action
Peaceful farmer Benjamin Martin is driven to lead the Colonial Militia during the American Revolution when a sadistic British officer murders his son.

19. Liberty! The American Revolution
PG

1997

History / War

Six-hour documentary on the American Revolution, from the passage of the Stamp Act (1765) through the ratification of the United States Constitution and Bill of Rights (1789).

20. The Crossing



PG

2000

TV / Drama

A dramatization of George Washington's perilous gamble of crossing the Delaware River and attacking the British forces at Trenton.
21. Jefferson in Paris


PG-13

1995

Drama / Biography
JEFFERSON IN PARIS follows Jefferson to France (as the U.S. ambassador to the court of Louis XVI), following the death of his wife his friendships and flirtations with the French, his relationship with his daughters and slaves from home (especially Sally), against the backdrop of the beginning of the French Revolution.

22. Revolution



PG-13

1985

Drama / Adventure
New York trapper Tom Dobb becomes an unwilling participant in the American Revolution after his son Ned is drafted into the Army

23. 500 Nations





1995

TV Mini-series
An exploration of the various Native American nations and their fall to the European conquerors.

Pre-Civil War

24. Lewis and Clark – the Journey of the Corps of Discovery
1997
TV / Documentary

The story of the most important American exploration expedition in American history and the participants in it. Ken Burn documentary.

25. Amistad


R


1997

Drama / Mystery
About a 1839 mutiny aboard a slave ship that is traveling towards the northeastern coast of America. Much of the story involves a court-room drama about the free man who led the revolt.

26. Gangs of New York

R


2002

Drama / Crime
In 1863, Amsterdam Vallon returns to the Five Points area of New York City seeking revenge against Bill the Butcher, his father's killer.

27. Roots






1997

TV Mini-series / Drama 

A dramatization of author Alex Haley's family line from ancestor Kunta Kinte's enslavement to his descendants’ liberation.

28. 12 Years a Slave 

R


2013

History/Drama
In the antebellum United States, Solomon Northup, a free black man from upstate New York, is abducted and sold into slavery.
American Civil War

29. Andersonville





1996

TV / Drama

The story of the most notorious Confederate prisoner of war camp in the American Civil War.

30. The Hunley





1999

TV / Drama

CSS Hunley tells the incredible true story of the crew of the manually propelled submarine CSS Hunley, during the siege of Charleston of 1864.

31. The Civil War





1990

Documentary / TV
A comprehensive survey of the American Civil War by Ken Burns.
32. Glory



R


1989

Drama / War
Robert Gould Shaw leads the US Civil War's first all-black volunteer company, fighting prejudices of both his own Union army and the Confederates.

33. Gettysburg


PG


1993

Drama / War
In 1863, the Northern and Southern forces fight at Gettysburg in the decisive battle of the American Civil War.

34. Gods and Generals

PG-13


2003

Drama / War
Gods and Generals follows the rise and fall of legendary war hero "Stonewall Jackson". The prequel to the 1993 hit Gettysburg.

35. Gone With the Wind

G


1939

Drama / Romance
American classic in which a manipulative woman and a roguish man carry on a turbulent love affair in the American south during the Civil War and Reconstruction.

36. Cold Mountain

R


2003

Drama / Romance
In the waning days of the American Civil War, a wounded soldier (Law) embarks on a perilous journey back home to Cold Mountain, North Carolina to reunite with his sweetheart (Kidman). Based on the novel by Charles Frazier.

37. Ride with the Devil

R


1999

Drama / Romance

Jake Roedel and Jack Bull Chiles are friends in Missouri when the Civil War starts. Women and African-Americans have few rights.

38. Little Women


PG


1994

Drama / Family
The March sisters live and grow in post-Civil War America.

39. North and South

PG


1985

TV-minseries

Two friends, one northern and one southern, struggle to maintain their friendship as events build towards the American Civil War.

40. The Blue and the Grey
PG


1982

TV-miniseries

America just before and during the Civil War, as seen through the eyes of an artist correspondent. 

41. Lincoln 


PG-13


2012

History/Drama/Biorgraphy

As the War continues to rage, America's president struggles with continuing carnage on the battlefield as he fights with many inside his own cabinet on the decision to emancipate the slaves.
42. C.S.A.: The Confederate States of America

2004

Comedy / Drama

Through the eyes of a british "documentary", this film takes a satirically humorous, and sometimes frightening, look at the history of an America where the South won the Civil War.

43. Unchained Memories

HBO


2003

Documentary / TV

Actors give dramatic readings of the recollections of former slaves who were interviewed in the 1930s by the Federal Writers' Project.

44. Birth of a Nation

G


1915

Drama / War

The Civil War divides friends and destroys families, but that's nothing compared to the anarchy in the black-ruled South after the war. This is a racist silent movie that glorifies the birth of the KKK but became America’s first blockbuster movie.

American West

45. The Alamo 


PG-13


2004

Drama / War

Based on the 1836 standoff between a group of Texan and Tejano men, led by Davy Crockett and Jim Bowie, and Mexican dictator Santa Anna's forces at the Alamo in San Antonio, Texas.  You can also check out the 1960 John Wayne version.

46. Jeremiah Johnson

PG


1972

Drama / Western
A mountain man who wishes to live the life of a hermit becomes the unwilling object of a long vendetta.

47. Dances With Wolves

PG-13


1990

Drama / Western
Lt. John Dunbar, exiled to a remote western Civil War outpost, befriends wolves and Indians, making him an intolerable aberration in the military.
48. Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee
HBO

2007

TV / Western

A chronicle of how American Indians were displaced as the U.S. expanded west. Based on the book by Dee Brown.

49. Windwalker


PG


1981

Drama / Western
An ancient Indian chief who believes he has died must come back from his 'death' to save his tribe.

50. Tombstone


R


1993

Drama / Western
A successful lawman's plans to retire anonymously in Tombstone, Arizona, are disrupted by the kind of outlaws he was famous for eliminating.

51. Wyatt Earp


PG-13


1994

Drama / Biography
Wyatt Earp is a movie about a man and his family. The movie shows us the good times and the bad times of one of the West's most famous individuals.

52. Silverado


PG-13


1985

Action / Adventure
A misfit bunch of friends come together to right the injustices which exist in a small town. 

53. Little Big Man


PG-13


1970

Drama / Adventure
Jack Crabb, looking back from extreme old age, tells of his life being raised by Indians and fighting with General Custer.

54. The Searchers


G


1956

Drama / Western
As a Civil War veteran spends years searching for a young niece captured by Indians, his motivation becomes increasingly questionable.

55. They Died with Their Boots On   G


1941

Drama / Biography
This is the story of General Custer from the time he enters West Point military academy, through the American Civil War, and finally to his death at Little Big Horn.

56. She Wore a Yellow Ribbon
G


1949

Western
Captain Nathan Brittles, on the eve of retirement, takes out a last patrol to stop an impending massive Indian attack.

57. The Missing


R


2003

Western / Adventure


In 1885 New Mexico, a frontier medicine woman forms an uneasy alliance with her estranged father when her daughter is kidnapped by an Apache brujo.

58. True Grit


PG


1969

Western / Adventure
A drunken, hard-nosed U.S. Marshal and a Texas Ranger help a stubborn young woman track down her father's murderer in Indian territory.

59. Shane



PG


1953

Drama / Western
A weary gunfighter attempts to settle down with a homestead family, but a smoldering settler/rancher conflict forces him to act.

60. Dead Man


R


1995

Western / Fantasy

On the run after murdering a man, accountant William Blake encounters a strange Indian named "Nobody" who prepares him for his journey into the spiritual world.

61. High Noon


G


1952

Western / Drama
A marshal, personally compelled to face a returning deadly enemy, finds that his own town refuses to help him.

62. Young Guns


R


1988

Western / Action
A group of young gunmen, led by Billy the Kid, become deputies to avenge the murder of the rancher who became their benefactor. But when Billy takes their authority too far, they become the hunted.

63. The Assassination of Jesse James 
R

2007

Drama / Biography

Robert Ford, who's idolized Jesse James since childhood, tries hard to join the reforming gang of the Missouri outlaw, but gradually becomes resentful of the bandit leader.

64. Geronimo and the Apache Resistance

1988

TV / Biography

For years, Apache tribes had resisted the advance of the pioneers and their threat to the traditional ways of life. But Geronimo fought the longest, becoming one of the most famous, feared and misunderstood Indian warriors in our history.
65. Into the West





2005

TV / Adventure

Tales from the American West in the 19th century, told from the perspective of two families, one of white settlers and one of Native Americans.

66. We Shall Remain 




2009

TV / Biography

We Shall Remain establishes Native history as an essential part of American history. These five documentaries spanning three hundred years tell the story of pivotal moments in U.S. history from the Native American perspective.
67. Deadwood





2004

TV / Drama

A show set in the late 1800's, revolving around the characters of Deadwood, South Dakota; a town of deep corruption and crime.

68. Butch Cassidy and the Sundance Kid
  PG

1969

Western / Drama
Two Western bank/train robbers flee to Bolivia when the law gets too close.

Late 19th/Turn of the Century

69. The Age of Innocence

PG


1993

Drama / Romance
Tale of 19th century New York high society in which a young lawyer falls in love with a woman separated from her husband, while he is engaged to the woman's cousin.

70. Ragtime


PG


1981

Drama

A young black pianist becomes embroiled in the lives of an upper-class white family set among the racial tensions, infidelity, violence, and other nostalgic events in early 1900s New York City.

71. Rough Riders





1997

TV / Drama

When Roosevelt and his men finally land on Cuba, they face ambush, intense enemy fire, and a desperate, outnumbered charge up a defended hill.

72. The Color Purple

PG-13


1985

Drama

This film follows the life of Celie, a young black girl growing up in the early 1900's.

73. An American Tail

G


1986

Animation / Family
While emigrating to the United States, a young Russian mouse gets separated from his family and must relocate them while trying to survive in a new country.

74. The Call of the Wild

PG


1972

Adventure / Family
A man and his dog fight through hostile Alaska's 19th century gold rush.

75. White Fang


PG


1991

Adventure / Drama

Jack London's classic adventure story about the friendship developed between a Yukon gold hunter and the mixed dog-wolf he rescues from the hands of a man who mistreats him.

76. Fifty Five Days at Peking
PG


1963

Drama / War
Diplomats, soldiers and other representatives of a dozen nations fend off the siege of the International Compound in Peking during the 1900 Boxer Rebellion.

77. Titanic



PG-13


1997

Drama / Romance
Fictional romantic tale of a rich girl and poor boy who meet on the ill-fated voyage of the 'unsinkable' ship.

78. Hester Street


PG


1972

Drama
Hester Street tells the story of Jewish immigrants who come to the Lower East side of New York City in 1896 from Europe and who live on Hester Street in Manhattan.

79. The Molly Maguires

PG


1970

Drama / History

Life is rough in the coal mines of 1876 Pennsylvania. A secret group of Irish emigrant miners, known as the Molly Maguires, fights against the cruelty of the mining company with sabotage and murder.

80. Avalon



PG


1990

Drama

A Polish-Jewish family comes to the USA at the beginning of the Twentieth Century. There, the family and their children try to make themselves a better future in the so-called promised land.

81. The Wizard of Oz

G


1939

Musical / Family
Dorothy Gale is swept away to a magical land in a tornado and embarks on a quest to see the Wizard who can help her return home.

82. Newsies


PG


1992

Musical / Family
July, 1899: When Joseph Pulitzer and William Randolph Hearst raise the distribution price one-tenth of a cent per paper, ten cents per hundred, the newsboys, poor enough already, are outraged.

83. Far and Away


PG-13


1992

Drama / Romance

A young man (Cruise) leaves Ireland with his landlord's daughter (Kidman) after some trouble with her father, and they dream of owning land at the big giveaway in Oklahoma ca. 1893.

84. Iron Jawed Angels

HBO


2004

TV / Drama

Defiant young activists take the women's suffrage movement by storm, putting their lives at risk to help American women win the right to vote.

85. And Starring Pancho Villa as Himself
HBO
2003

TV / Biography / Drama

Hollywood makes a deal with Mexican revolutionary Pancho Villa to film his war and recreate his life.

86. There Will Be Blood

R


2007

Drama / Thriller

A story about family, greed, religion, and oil, centered around a turn-of-the-century prospector in the early days of the business.

World War I

87. Legends of the Fall

R


1994

Drama / Romance
Epic tale of three brothers and their father living in the remote wilderness of 1900s USA and how their lives are affected by nature, history, war, and love.

88. Flyboys


PG-13


2006

Drama / War

The adventures of the Lafayette Escadrille, young Americans who volunteered for the French military before the U.S. entered World War I, and became the country's first fighter pilots.

89. Lost Battalion


PG


2001

TV / War
Fact-based war drama about an American battalion of over 500 men which gets trapped behind enemy lines in the Argonne Forest in October 1918 France during the closing weeks of World War I.

1920’s

90. Boardwalk Empire 

TV-MA

2010

TV / Drama / Crime

Chronicles the life and times of Nucky Thompson, the undisputed ruler of Atlantic City, who was equal parts politician and gangster.

91. Miller’s Crossing

R


1990

Drama / Crime
Tom Regan, an advisor to a Prohibition-era crime boss, tries to keep the peace between warring mobs but gets caught in divided loyalties.

92. The Sting


PG


1973

Drama / Crime
In 1930s Chicago, a young con man seeking revenge for his murdered partner teams up with a master of the big con to win a fortune from a criminal banker.

93. The Untouchables

R


1987

Drama / Crime
Federal Agent Elliot Ness sets out to take out Al Capone; because of rampant corruption, he assembles a small, hand-picked team.

94. Metropolis


G


1927

Sci-Fi / Adventure
In a futuristic city sharply divided between the working class and the city planners, the son of the city's mastermind falls in love with a working class prophet who predicts the coming of a savior to mediate their differences.

95. Once Upon a Time in America
R

1984

Drama / Crime
A former Prohibition-era Jewish gangster returns to Brooklyn over 30 years later, where he once again must confront the ghosts and regrets of his old life.

96. Inherit the Wind

PG


1969

Drama / Legal

Based on a real-life case in 1925, two great lawyers argue the case for and against a science teacher accused of the crime of teaching evolution.

97. Matewan


PG-13


1987

Drama / History
Mingo County, West Virginia, 1920. Coal miners, struggling to form a union, are up against company operators and gun thugs; Black and Italian miners, brought in by the company to break the strike, are caught between the two forces.

98. Rosewood


R


1997

Drama / Action
A dramatization of a 1923 horrific racist lynch mob attack on an African American community.

99. The Cotton Club

R


1984

Drama / Crime
The Cotton Club was a famous night club in Harlem. The story follows the people that visited the club, those that ran it, and is peppered with the Jazz music that made it so famous

100. The Great Gatsby

PG


1974

Drama / Romance
Nick Carraway, a young Midwesterner now living on Long Island, finds himself fascinated by the mysterious past and lavish lifestyle of his neighbor

101. Chicago


PG-13


2002

Musical / Drama
Murderesses Velma Kelly and Roxie Hart find themselves on death row together and fight for the fame that will keep them from the gallows in 1920s Chicago.

102. Reds



PG


1981

Drama / Biography
A radical American journalist becomes involved with the Communist revolution in Russia and hopes to bring its spirit and idealism to the United States.

103. Warm Springs


PG

2005

TV / Drama / Biography
Franklin Roosevelt, left a paraplegic from polio at 39 years of age, seeks out a miracle cure in the backwoods of Georgia.

104. Singin’ in the Rain

G


1952

Musical / Comedy
A silent film production company and cast make a difficult transition to sound.

Great Depression

105. Annie



G


1982

Musical / Comedy
Broadway musical based on the Little Orphan Annie comic strip. A young orphan girls adventures in finding a family that will take her.

106. Sea Biscuit


PG-13


2003

Drama / Sport
True story of the undersized Depression-era racehorse whose victories lifted not only the spirits of the team behind it but also those of their nation.

107. To Kill A Mockingbird
PG


1962

Drama / Crime
Atticus Finch, a lawyer in the Depression-era South, defends a black man against an undeserved rape charge, and his kids against prejudice.

108. Cinderella Man

PG-13


2005

Drama / Sport
The story of James Braddock, a supposedly washed up boxer who came back to become a champion and an inspiration in the 1930s.

109. Paper Moon

PG


1973

Comedy / Crime
During the Great Depression, a con man finds himself saddled with a young girl who may or may not be his daughter, and the two forge an unlikely partnership.

110. The Grapes of Wrath
PG


1940

Drama
A poor Midwest family is forced off of their land. They travel to California, suffering the misfortunes of the homeless in the Great Depression.

111. Sweet and Lowdown
PG-13


1999

Comedy / Music

In the 1930s, fictional jazz guitarist Emmet Ray idolizes Django Reinhardt, faces gangsters and falls in love with a mute.

112. The Three Stooges



1934-1957
Comedy / Short
The Three Stooges were an American vaudeville and comedy act best known for their numerous short subject films. Their hallmark was physical farce and extreme slapstick.
113. O Brother Where Art Thou?
PG-13

2000

Comedy / Adventure

Homer's epic poem "The Odyssey", set in the deep south during the 1930's. In it, three escaped convicts search for hidden treasure while a relentless lawman pursues them.

114. The Aviator

PG-13


2004

Drama / Biography
A biopic depicting the early years of legendary director and aviator Howard Hughes' career, from the late 1920s to the mid-1940s.

115. The Godfather
 (1 and 2)
R

1972

Drama / Crime
The aging patriarch of an organized crime dynasty transfers control of his clandestine empire to his reluctant son.

116. The Great Debaters

PG-13

2007

Drama / Biography
A drama based on the true story of Melvin B. Tolson, a professor at Wiley College Texas. In 1935, he inspired students to form the school's first debate team, which went on to challenge Harvard in the national championship.

117. Reefer Madness: The Movie Musical
R
2005

Musical / Comedy

An outrageous tongue-in-cheek musical comedy adaptation of the classic 1936 anti-marijuana propaganda film.  The DVD usually includes the original 1936 film.

118. Bonnie and Clyde 

R

1967

Biography / Crime

A somewhat romanticized account of the career of the notoriously violent bank robbing couple and their gang.

119. Public Enemies

R

2009

Biography / Crime

The Feds try to take down notorious American gangsters John Dillinger, Baby Face Nelson and Pretty Boy Floyd during a booming crime wave in the 1930s.

120. Bound for Glory 

PG

1976

Drama / Biography
This film is an excellent biography of Woody Guthrie, one of America's greatest folk singers. He left his dust-devastated Texas home in the 1930s to find work, and discovered the suffering and strength of America's working class.

World War II

121. Pearl Harbor


PG-13

2001

Drama / Romance
Pearl Harbor follows the story of two best friends, Rafe and Danny, and their love lives as they go off to join the war.

122. Midway


PG

1976

Drama / Action

A dramatization of the battle that turned out to be the turning point of the Pacific Theatre of World War II.

123. Twelve O’clock High

PG

1949

Drama / Action
A hard-as-nails general takes over a bomber pilot unit suffering from low morale and whips them into fighting shape.

124. Band of Brothers

HBO

2001

Drama / Action / TV
The story of Easy Company of the US Army 101st Airborne division and their mission in WWII Europe from Operation Overlord through V-J Day.

125. The Pacific


HBO

2010

Drama / Action / TV
A 10-part mini-series from the creators of "Band of Brothers" telling the intertwined stories of three Marines during America's battle with the Japanese in the Pacific during World War II. 

126. Saving Private Ryan

R

1998

Drama / Action
Following the Normandy Landings, a group of US soldiers go behind enemy lines to retrieve a paratrooper whose brothers have been killed in action.

127. Memphis Belle

PG-13

1990

Drama / Action

The "Memphis Belle" is a World War II bomber, piloted by a young crew on dangerous bombing raids into Europe. The crew only have to make one more bombing raid before they have finished their duty and can go home.

128. A League of Their Own
PG

1992

Comedy / Drama / Sport
Two sisters join the first female professional baseball league and struggle to help it succeed amidst their own growing rivalry.

129. The Public Eye

R

1992

Crime / Drama
Leon Bernstein is New York's best news photographer in 1942, equally at home with cops or crooks. The pictures are often of death and pain, but they are the ones the others wish they had got.

130. Come See the Paradise
R

1990

Drama / Romance
In 1942, over 100,000 Americans were interned in prison camps.....In America.

131. The Tuskegee Airmen

PG-13

1995

Drama / TV

The true story of how a group of African American pilots overcame racist opposition to become one of the finest US fighter groups in World War II

132. Red Tails


PG-13

2012

Drama / Action

A crew of African American pilots in the Tuskegee training program, having faced segregation while kept mostly on the ground during World War II, are called into duty under the guidance of Col. A.J. Bullard.

133. Fat Man and Little Boy
PG-13

1989

Drama / Biography

This film reenacts the Manhattan Project, the secret wartime project in New Mexico where the first atomic bombs were designed and built.

134. Day One




1989

Drama / TV

Hungarian physicist Leo Szilard leaves Europe, eventually arriving in the United States. With the help of Einstein, he persuades the government to build an atomic bomb

135. Casablanca


PG

1992

Drama / Romance
Set in unoccupied Africa during the early days of World War II: An American expatriate meets a former lover, with unforeseen complications.

136. The Longest Day

PG

1962

Drama / Action
The events of D-Day, told on a grand scale from both the Allied and German points of view.

137. The Battle of the Bulge
PG

1965

Drama / Action
"The Battle of the Bulge" shows this conflict from the perspective of an American intelligence officer as well as from a German Panzer Commander.

138. Patton



PG

1970

Drama / Biography
The World War II phase of the controversial American general's career is depicted.

139. A Bridge Too Far

PG

1977

Drama / Action
An historic telling of the failed attempt to capture several bridges to Germany in World War II in a campaign called Operation Market-Garden.

140. The Sands of Iwo Jima
PG

1949

Drama / Action
A dramatization of the World War II Battle of Iwo Jima.

141. From Here to Eternity 
PG

1953

Drama / Romance
In 1941 Hawaii, a private is cruelly punished for not boxing on his unit's team, while his captain's wife and second in command are falling in love.

142. A Midnight Clear

R

1992

Drama / War

Set in 1944 France, an American Intelligence Squad locates a German Platoon wishing to surrender rather than die in Germany's final war offensive

143. Tora! Tora! Tora!

PG

1970

Drama / Action
A dramatization of the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor and the series of American blunders that allowed it to happen.

144. Run Silent, Run Deep

PG

1958

Drama / War
A U.S. sub commander, obsessed with sinking a certain Japanese ship, butts heads with his first officer and crew.

145. Saints and Soldiers

PG-13

2003

Drama / War

Four American soldiers and one Brit fighting in Europe during World War II struggle to return to Allied territory after being separated from U.S. forces during the historic Malmedy Massacre.

146. The Thin Red Line

R

1998

Drama / Action / War

Director Terrence Malick's adaptation of James Jones' autobiographical 1962 novel, focusing on the conflict at Guadalcanal during the second World War.

147. Miracle at St. Anna

R

2008

Drama / Crime

Set in 1944 Italy, the story of four black American soldiers who get trapped in a Tuscan village during WWII.
148. The Day After Trinity



1981

Documentary

Scientists and witnesses involved in the creation and testing of the first ever atomic bomb reflect on the Manhattan project and its fascinating leader, J. Robert Oppenheimer

149. Windtalkers


R

2002

Drama / Action

Two U.S. Marines in WWII are assigned to protect Navajo Marines who use their native language as an unbreakable radio cipher.

150. Flags of our Fathers

R

2006

Drama / Action
The life stories of the six men who raised the flag at The Battle of Iwo Jima, a turning point in WWII.

Postwar USA

151. Truman


PG

1995

TV / Biography / Drama

Shows Truman's rise from small-town nobody to leader of the USA, his decision to use the Atomic Bomb against Japan, and subsequent election as the US' post-war President.

152. The Best Years of Our Lives
G

1947

Drama / Romance
Three WWII veterans return home to small-town America to discover that they and their families have been irreparably changed.

153. Gentleman’s Agreement
G

1948

Drama / Romance
A reporter pretends to be Jewish in order to cover a story on anti-Semitism, and personally discovers the true depths of bigotry and hatred.

154. Nuremburg


PG

2000

Drama / History 
The dramatized account of the war crime trials following the defeat of Nazi Germany in WWII.

155. LA Confidential

R

1997

Crime / Drama
A shooting at an all night diner is investigated by three LA policemen in their own unique ways.
156. Marshall 


PG-13

2017

Biography/Drama

The story of Thurgood Marshall, the crusading lawyer who would become the first African-American Supreme Court Justice, as he battles through one of his career-defining cases.
The 1950’s
157. Pleasantville


PG-13

1998

Fantasy / Comedy
Two 1990's teenagers find themselves in a 1950's sitcom where their influence begins to profoundly change that complacent world.

158. Invasion of the Body Snatchers
PG
1956

Sci-Fi / Horror
A small-town doctor learns that the population of his community is being replaced by emotionless alien duplicates.  The movie includes many connections back to the paranoia driven McCarthy era witch-hunts.

159. October Sky


PG

1999


Drama / Biography
The true story of Homer Hickam, a coal miner's son who was inspired by the first Sputnik launch to take up rocketry against his father's wishes.

160. The Majestic 


PG

2001


Drama / Romance
Set in 1951, a blacklisted Hollywood writer gets into a car accident, loses his memory and settles down in a small town where he is mistaken for a long-lost son.

161. Guilty by Suspicion

PG-13

1991


Drama / Thriller

A fictitious 1950s Hollywood director, returns from filming abroad in France to find that his loyalty has been called into question by the House Committee on Un-American Activities and he is unable to work until cleared.

162. Atomic Café


G

1982


Documentary / Horror
Disturbing collection of 1940s and 1950s United States government issued propaganda films designed to reassure Americans that the atomic bomb was not a threat to their safety.

163. Good Night Good Luck
PG

2005


Drama / History
Broadcast journalist Edward R. Murrow looks to bring down Senator Joseph McCarthy.

164. MASH

R (movie)
PG (TV)  1970 (movie) 1972-1983
Comedy / Drama

The staff of a Korean War field hospital use humor and hijinks to keep their sanity in the face of the horror of war. A war film that became a long running TV series.


165. La Bamba


PG-13

1987


Drama / Biography
Biographical story of the rise from nowhere of singer Ritchie Valens whose life was cut short by a plane crash.

166. The Buddy Holly Story
PG

1978


Drama / Biography
A film about the life and career of the early rock and roll star. 

167. Mona Lisa Smile

PG-13

2003


Drama / Romance
A free-thinking art professor teaches conservative 50's Wellesley girls to question their traditional societal roles.

168. A Raisin in the Sun

PG

1961


Drama

A substantial insurance payment could mean either financial salvation or personal ruin for a poor black family.

169. Quiz Show


PG-13

1994


Drama / History
Dick Goodwin discovers game shows are fixed: pretty boy WASP Charles Van Doren is fed answers so he beats geeky Herbie Stempel.

The Sixties

170. Woodstock


R

1970


Documentary / Music
The film chronicle of the legendary 1969 music festival.

171. The Manchurian Candidate 
PG-13

1962


Drama / Mystery
A former Korean War POW is brainwashed by Communists into becoming a political assassin. But another former prisoner may know how to save him.

172. Gimme Shelter

R

1979


Documentary / Music
A harrowing documentary of the Stones' 1969 tour, with much of the focus on the tragic concert at Altamont.

173. JFK


R

1991


Crime / Drama / Biography
A New Orleans DA discovers there's more to the Kennedy assassination than the official story.

174. Che: Part One


PG

2008


Biography / Drama
In 1956, Ernesto 'Che' Guevara (Benicio Del Toro) and a band of Castro-led Cuban exiles mobilize an army to topple the regime of dictator Fulgencio Batista.

175. Factory Girl


R

2006


Biography / Drama

Based on the rise and fall of socialite Edie Sedgwick, concentrating on her relationships with Andy Warhol and a folk singer.

176. Serpico


R

1973

Drama / Crime / Biography
The true story about an honest New York cop who blew the whistle on rampant corruption in the force only to have his comrades turn against him.

177. Nixon



R

1995


Drama / Biography
A biographical story of former U.S. President Richard Milhous Nixon, from his days as a young boy to his eventual presidency which ended in shame.

178. Dr. Strangelove

PG

1964


Comedy / Drama
An insane general starts a process to nuclear holocaust that a war room of politicians and generals frantically try to stop.

179. Joe



R

1969


Drama
The average Joe takes on the hippie counterculture.

180. A Walk on the Moon

R

1999


Drama / Romance
The world of a young housewife is turned upside down when she has an affair with a free-spirited blouse salesman.

181. The Right Stuff

PG

1983


Drama / Adventure
By flying higher and faster than any other man had ever dared before, Chuck Yeager set the pace for a new breed of hero. Those that had just one thing in common...THE RIGHT STUFF.

182. Malcolm X


PG-13

1992


Biography / Drama
The biopic of the controversial and influential Black Nationalist leader.

183. Selma



PG-13

2014


Biography/Drama/History 

A chronicle of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.'s campaign to secure equal voting rights via an epic march from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, in 1965.
184. Across the Universe

PG-13

2007


Musical / Drama
The music of the Beatles and the Vietnam War form the backdrop for the romance between an upper-class American girl and a poor Liverpudlian artist.

185. American Graffiti

PG

1973

Comedy / Drama / Romance
A couple of high school grads spend one final night cruising the strip with their buddies before they go off to college. 

186. Mississippi Burning

R

1988


Crime / Drama
Two FBI agents with wildly different styles arrive in Mississippi to investigate the disappearance of some civil rights activists.

187. Ghosts of Mississippi

PG-13

1996


Drama

The widow of murdered civil rights leader Medger Evers and a district attorney struggle to finally bring the murderer to justice.

188. Thirteen Days


PG-13

2000


Drama / Thriller
The film is set during the two-week Cuban missile crisis in October of 1962, and it centers on how President John F. Kennedy, Attorney General Robert Kennedy, and others handled the explosive situation.

189. Help!



G

1965


Musical / Comedy
Ringo finds himself the human sacrifice target of a cult and the band must try to protect him from it.

190. Yellow Submarine

G

1968


Animation / Comedy
The Beatles agree to accompany Captain Fred in his Yellow Submarine and go to Pepperland to free it from the music hating Blue Meanies.

191. The Doors


R

1991


Biography / Drama
The story of the famous and influential 1960's rock band and its lead singer and composer, Jim Morrison.

192. Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner
PG
1967


Drama / Romance
Matt and Christina Drayton are a couple whose attitudes are challenged when their daughter brings home a fiancé who is black.

193. Lakota Woman: Siege at Wounded Knee
1994


Drama / TV

Mary Crow Dog, daughter of a desperately poor Indian family in South Dakota, is swept up in the protests of the 1960s and becomes sensitized to the injustices that society inflicts on her people.

194. Hoffa


R

1992


Drama / Biography / Crime

Jack Nicholson's portrait of Union leader James R. Hoffa, as seen through the eyes of his friend, Bobby Ciaro (Danny DeVito).

195. Ali 


R


2001


Drama / Biography

A biography of sports legend, Muhammad Ali, from his early days to his days in the ring.

196. The Hurricane

R


1999


Drama / Biography

The story of Rubin "Hurricane" Carter, a boxer wrongly imprisoned for murder, and the people who aided in his fight to prove his innocence.

197. Easy Rider

R


1969


Drama / Crime

Two counterculture bikers travel from Los Angeles to New Orleans in search of America.

198. The Good Shepherd
R


2006


Drama / Thriller

The tumultuous early history of the Central Intelligence Agency is viewed through the prism of one man's life.

199. 1969


R


1988


Drama / War

Two friends, Ralph and Scott live in a small minded town at the onset of wide public dissatisfaction with the Vietnam War.

200. King





1978


TV / Biography

The story of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., stretching from his days as a Southern Baptist minister up to his assassination in Memphis in 1968. 

201. The Rosa Parks Story

R

2002


TV / Biography

The story of the civil rights heroine whose refusal to obey racial bus segregation was just one of her acts in her fight for justice.

202. Bobby


R


2006


Drama / History

The story of the assassination of U.S. Senator Robert F. Kennedy who was shot in the early morning hours of June 5, 1968 in the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles, and 22 people in the hotel whose lives were never the same.

203. Kennedy




1983


TV / Biography

Biography of the 1961-1963 presidency of John F. Kennedy.

204. The Help

PG-13


2011

Drama

An aspiring author during the civil rights movement of the 1960s decides to write a book detailing the African-American maids' point of view on the white families for which they work, and the hardships they go through on a daily basis.

205. Forrest Gump

PG-13


1994

Comedy / Drama / Romance
A man with a low IQ has accomplished great things in his life and been present during significant historic events - in each case, far exceeding what anyone imagined he could do.

Vietnam

206. The Green Berets

G

1968


Action / War
Col. Mike Kirby picks two teams of crack Green Berets for a mission in South Vietnam.

207. Path to War




2002


TV / Drama

In the mid-1960s, President Johnson and his foreign-policy team debate the decision to withdraw from or escalate the war in Vietnam.
208. The Quiet American

PG

1958

Drama / Romance / War
Adaptation of Graham Greene's prophetic novel about U.S. foreign policy failure in pre-war Indochina.  Remade in 2002.

209. Apocalypse Now

R

1979


Drama / War
During the on-going Vietnam War, Captain Willard is sent on a dangerous mission into Cambodia to assassinate a renegade Green Beret who has set himself up as a God among a local tribe.

210. The Killing Fields

R

1984


Drama / History
A photographer is trapped in Cambodia during tyrant Pol Pot's bloody "Year Zero" cleansing campaign, which claimed the lives of two million "undesirable" civilians.

211. Born on the Fourth of July
R

1989


Biography / Drama
The biography of Ron Kovic. Paralyzed in the Vietnam War, he becomes an anti-war and pro-human rights political activist after feeling betrayed by the country he fought for.

212. Gardens of Stone

R

1987


Drama / War
A touching, insightful look at stateside military life during the Vietnam War at Ft. Meyer and Arlington National Cemetery

213. Platoon


R

1986


Action / War
A young recruit in Vietnam faces a moral crisis when confronted with the horrors of war and the duality of man.

214. Full Metal Jacket

R

1987


Drama / War
A pragmatic U.S. Marine observes the dehumanizing effects the Vietnam War has on his fellow Marine recruits from their brutal basic training to the bloody street fighting set in 1968 Hue, Vietnam.

215. Hamburger Hill

R

1987


Drama / War
A very realistic interpretation of one of the bloodiest battles of the Vietnam War.

216. Coming Home


R

1978


Drama
A woman whose husband is fighting in Vietnam falls in love with another man who suffered a paralyzing combat injury there.

217. The Deer Hunter

R

1978


Drama / War
An in-depth examination of the way that the Vietnam war affects the lives of people in a small industrial town in the USA.

218. We Were Soldiers

R

2002


Drama / War
The story of the first major battle of the American phase of the Vietnam War and the soldiers on both sides that fought it.

219. The Trials of Henry Kissinger

2002


Documentary

A film about the war crimes of the American diplomat, Henry Kissinger.

220. In the Year of the Pig



1969


Documentary

In the Year of the Pig is a 1969 documentary film about the origins of the Vietnam War.

221. The Fog of War

PG-13

2003


Documentary
A film about the former US Secretary of Defense and the various difficult lessons he learned about the nature and conduct of modern war.

The Seventies

222. Frost / Nixon


R

2008


Drama / History
A dramatic retelling of the post-Watergate television interviews between British talk-show host David Frost and former president Richard Nixon.

223. Saturday Night Fever

R

1977

Drama / Music / Romance
A Brooklyn youth feels his only chance to get somewhere is as the king of the disco floor.

224. Apollo 13


PG

1995


Drama / History
True story of the moon-bound mission that developed severe trouble and the men that rescued it with skill and dedication.

225. The French Connection
R

1971


Drama / Crime
A pair of NYC cops in the Narcotics Bureau stumble onto a drug smuggling job with a French connection.

226. All the President’s Men
R

1976


Drama / Thriller
Reporters Woodward and Bernstein uncover the details of the Watergate scandal that leads to President Nixon's resignation.

227. Remember the Titans

PG

2000


Drama / Sport
The true story of a newly appointed African-American coach and his high school team on their first season as a racially integrated unit.

The Eighties

228. Wall Street


R

1987


Drama / Crime
A young and impatient stockbroker is willing to do anything to get to the top, including trading on illegal inside information taken through a ruthless and greedy corporate raider whom takes the youth under his wing.

229. Philadelphia


PG-13

1993


Drama / Legal
When a man with AIDS is fired by a conservative law firm because of his condition, he hires a homophobic small time lawyer as the only willing advocate for a wrongful dismissal suit.

230. And the Band Played On
PG-13

1993


TV / Drama

The story of the discovery of the AIDS epidemic and the political infighting of the scientific community hampering the early fight with it.

231. Charlie Wilson’s War

R

2007

Biography / Drama / Comedy

A drama based on a Texas congressman Charlie Wilson's covert dealings in Afghanistan, where his efforts to assist rebels in their war with the Soviets have some unforeseen and long-reaching effects.
232. Boyz in the Hood

R

1991


Drama / Crime
Saga of a group of childhood friends growing up in a Los Angeles ghetto.

233. Do the Right Thing

R

1989


Drama

On the hottest day of the year on a street in the Bedford-Stuyvesant section of Brooklyn, everyone's hate and bigotry smolders and builds until it explodes into violence.

234. Roger and Me


R

1989


Documentary
Director Michael Moore pursues GM CEO Roger Smith to confront him about the harm he did to Flint, Michigan with his massive downsizing. 

1990’s and Beyond

235. Dead Man Walking

R

1995


Drama
A nun, while comforting a convicted killer on death row, empathizes with both the killer and his victim's families.

236. Primary Colors

R

1998


Drama / Comedy
A man joins the political campaign of a smooth-operator candidate for president of the USA.

237. Wag the Dog


R

1997


Drama / Comedy
Before elections, a spin-doctor and a Hollywood producer join efforts to "fabricate" a war in order to cover-up a presidential sex scandal.

238. The Hurt Locker

R

2008


Drama / Action
Iraq. Forced to play a dangerous game of cat-and-mouse in the chaos of war, an elite Army bomb squad unit must come together in a city where everyone is a potential enemy and every object could be a deadly bomb.

239. Jarhead


R

2005


Drama / Biography
Based on former Marine Anthony Swofford's best-selling 2003 book about his pre-Desert Storm experiences in Saudi Arabia and about his experiences fighting in Kuwait.

240. A Mighty Heart

R

2007


Drama / Biography

Mariane Pearl embarks on a frantic search to locate her journalist husband, Daniel, when he goes missing in Pakistan.

241. Black Hawk Down

R

2001


Drama / Action

123 elite U.S. soldiers drop into Somalia to capture two top lieutenants of a renegade warlord and find themselves in a desperate battle with a large force of heavily-armed Somalis.

242. The Insider


R

1999


Biography / Drama

A research chemist comes under personal and professional attack when he decides to appear in a "60 Minutes" expose on Big Tobacco.
243. W.



PG-13

2008


Drama / Biography
A chronicle on the life and presidency of George W. Bush.

244. Flight 93


PG-13

2006


TV / Drama

Flight 93 is the story of the heroic passengers that took back their plane in an effort to stop a 9-11 terrorist attack.

245. United 93


R

2006


Drama / History
A real time account of the events on United Flight 93, one of the planes hijacked on 9/11 that crashed near Shanksville, Pennsylvania when passengers foiled the terrorist plot. 
246. Get on the Bus


R

1996


Drama

Get on the Bus follows several Black men on a cross country bus trip to the Million Man March.

247. Bowling For Columbine 
R

2002

Documentary

Filmmaker Michael Moore explores the roots of America's predilection for gun violence.

248. Why We Fight


PG-13

2005

Documentary

Is American foreign policy dominated by the idea of military supremacy? Has the military become too important in American life? Jarecki's shrewd and intelligent polemic would seem to give an affirmative answer to each of these questions.

249. Fahrenheit 9/11

R

2004

Documentary / History

Michael Moore's view on what happened to the United States after September 11; and how the Bush Administration allegedly used the tragic event to push forward its agenda for unjust wars in Afghanistan and Iraq.
250. Wall Street 2: Money Never Sleeps
PG-13

2010
Drama

Now out of prison but still disgraced by his peers, Gordon Gekko works his future son-in-law, an idealistic stock broker, when he sees an opportunity to take down a Wall Street enemy and rebuild his empire.
